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In, flic Cl aims: 

Please cancel claim 12, Please amend claims 3, 6, 8-11, and 13-14, Please add new 
claims 15-21, The claims are as follows. 

1-2, (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

pr eparing e lectronic ma i l for sending from an th grmginator t o a r ec i pient; 

iLtorin^m^ originator in a memory o f the originator; 

reading the anlhentication key From [[a]] the memory an •atrth cnticjtio i i key js^ouul c d 
with of the originator; 

jtfcparijm clcctroiiic originator to a recipient, said preparing 

comprising including the authentication ke y, that had been rea d from the memory of the 
originator^ in an open field of the electronic mail; and 

sending the electronic mail from the originator to the recipient. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the electronic mail has o subject line, and the open 
field of the electronic mail is the subject line. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the authentication key associated with the 
originator is further associated with the recipient. 
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6. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 

storing an authentication key in a m emory ofa recipient of t he clo clronic mail at an 
address that is de pendent upon a source identifier that iden tifi es an originator of the e lect ronic 
mail: 

receivin g, hv the recipient, the electronic mail from an the originator; 

responsive to receiving the electronic man , determining whether [[an]] tjie authentication 
key is present in nn open field of the electronic mail; 

wh e n a rt responsive to determining that the authentication key is present, determining 
whether the authentication key is associated with the originator; and 

rqceritig tht; ele c t r o nic ma i l when responsive to determining that the authentication key is 
not associated with the on rina torero i cell ng_thc_ e ^ e ctron i c m ai 1. 

wherein said determining whether the authentication k e y is associated with the originator 
hichidcsiroadmg the stored authenticationjeovjro m the address at the memory o f the recipient, 
and compari ng the authentication key with the stored authentication k ey that had b een read from 
the ad dress at the memory of the recipient to determine whether th e aut hentication key is 
assoc iat ed w ith the originator. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the open field is a subject line of the electronic 
mail. 

8. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 
Serial No.: 09/919,248 3 
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rcccivingJx^Ififijpien^ electronic mail from an originator; 

res ponsive to receiving the electronic mail, determining whether an authentication key is 
expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

whtaran r esponsive to determining that the authentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is present; and 

t^ectin^tlTC'ttlcetronk^ res ponsive to determinin g that the authentication key is 

not cxjiQctcd^iobc present , accepting the electronic mail . 

9. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of: 
receivin g, bv a recipients electronic mail from an originator; 

rcspmtsjyj^ determining whether an authentication key is 

expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

whervtm res ponsive to determin ing that the aulhentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is present; 

w hen the responsive to determini ng that the authentication key is not present, rejecting 
the electronic mail; and 

whtrrthc res ponsive to determ ining that Iho authentication key is present, determining 
whether the authentication key is associated with the originator[[,]j; 



is associated with the originator , accepting the electronic mail : and 

Txjcctmg^he-dcx^ntc™^ responsive to determining th at the authentication key is 
not associated with the originato r, reject ing, thc eloctroni c mail . 




mn i u j rtttfHvhoT responsive t o determining that the authentication key 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determining whether an 
authentication key is ejected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail fa rt h er 
includes the steps of; 

reading ft flag frqm a memory of th e recipient at an address that is dependent upon a 
source identifier that identifies the originator^hcroi n the flap ind ica tes whether the ele ctronic 
ma H fro m the origina tor is expected to i nclude the authen ti cation kev: and 

dctcnn.ini from the flat; that had b een rea d from the mem o ry whether the auth entication 
key is expected to be present in the o pen field of the ele ctr onic mail . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein t he in elhod further com prises s toring 
the auth entication key in a memory of the reci pient at an address that is dep endent upon a source 
identifier tha t identifie s the originator, wherein the step of determining whether the 
authentication key is associated with die originator further includes the steps oil 

reading metftftryt i t an address that i * dependent u pon-a- sou r ce i dent i fi e r that id entifies tht? 
mnjpTOtor the stored authentication key from the add res s at the memory of th e recipient; and 

comparing the authentication key with the s tored authenticat ion ke y ihat had been read 
from the address at th e memory of the rec i pient to determine wh ether th e authentication key is 
associa ted with the originator . 

12. (Canceled) 

J 3, (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail, comprising the steps of; 
Serial No.: 09/919,248 5 
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receiving, by_a_teci pjent, the electronic mail from an originator, the electronic mail having 
been previously prepared for sending from the originator to [[a]] the recipient; 

respo nsive t o receiving the electronic mai^ determining whether an authentication key is 
expected to bo present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

wheiran responsive t o determining that the authentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is present; and 

Tq«tthig-the cl ectronic mafl when responsive to determining that the authentication key is 
not present in die open field of the electronic mai h rejecting the electron ic niajL 

14. (Currently amended) An authentication method for electronic mail having a subject line, 
comprising the steps of: 

receivin g, by a recipient, the electronic mail from an originator, the electronic mail having 
been previously prepared for sending from the originator with a source identifier to [[a]] the 
recipient with a destination identifier; 

responsive to receiving thu e 1octronie_inaiL determining whether an authentication key is 
expected to be present in an open field of the electronic mail; 

when responsive to dete rmining that the authentication key is not expected lo be present, 
accepting the electronic mail; 

when responsive to determ ining that the authentication key is expected to be present, 
determining whether the authentication key is prcscnL; 

when res ponsive to determining that the authentication key is present, determining 
whether the authentication key is associated with both the originator and fa rth e r assoiK i t crf^vrrtr 
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the recipient; 

tteeepti ng t he elec tr on i c ma i l when respo nsive to determining th ai the authentication key 
is determined -tor-be associated with both the originator and the recipient ., accepting the electronic 

mail; 

rejecting tbc^lettfromVmai Hvhen responsive t o determining that the authentication key is 
determined not tcHrc associated with both the originator and fdithOT^s<?txiated*-wth the recipient* 
rejecti ng the electronic ma il: and 

when responsive to determining t hai the authentication key is not present, rejecting the 
electronic mail. 

1 5, (New) The method of claim 3, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 

1 6, (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the authentication key h dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 

17. (New) The method of claim 8, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 

1 8. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 
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19. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 

21 . (New) The method of claim 13, wherein the authentication key is dependent upon only an 
identity of the originator. 
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